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large dogs for battle. The brutes could knock
an armed man from his horse and dismember
him.

J By the late nineteenth century the passion for
breeding led to the creation of private registries
to protect prized bloodlines. The Kennel Club
was formed in England in 1873, and eleven
years later the American Kennel Club (AKC)
was formed across the Atlantic. Today the AKC
registers 150 breeds, the Kennel Club lists 196,
and the Europe-based Federation Cynologique
Internationale recognizes many more. Dog
shows sprouted in the mid-1800s when
unnec~ssaiyd'Ogsbegan vastly to outnumber
working ones, as they do to this day. Unless,
that is, you count companionship as a job.

I In seventeenth-century England, dogs still
worked, pulling carts, sleds, and ploughs,
herding livestock, or working as turn-spits,
powering wheels that turned beef and venison
over open fires. But working dogs were not
much loved and were usually hanged or
drowned when they got old. 'Unnecessary' dogs
meanwhile gained status among English
royalty. King James I was said to love his dogs
more than his subjects. Charles II was famous
for playing with his dog at Council table, and
his brother James had dogs at sea in 1682 when
his ship was caught in a storm. As sailors
drowned, he allegedly cried out, 'Save the dogs
and Colonel 'Churchill!'

could adapt to humans in charge. Puppies in
particular would be hard to resist, as they are
today. Thus was a union born and a process of
domestication begun.

F Over the millennia, admission of certain
wolves and protodogs into human camps and
exclusion of larger, more threatening ones led
to the development of people-friendly breeds
distinguishable from wolves by size, shape,
coat, ears and markings. Dogs were generally
smaller than wolves, their snouts

~

proportionally reduced. TIley would assist in
the hunt, clean up camp by eating garbage,
warn of danger, keep humans warm, and serve
as food. Native Americans among others ate
puppies, and in some societies it remains
accepted practice.

G By the fourth millennium BC Egyptian rock
and j2o.t.tm drawings show dogs being put to
work by men. Then, as now, the relationship
was not without drawbacks.~ dogs r?J!p.$.d
city streets, stealing food from people returning
from market. Despite their penchant for
misbehaviour, and sometimes bec;Ise of it,
dogs keep turning up at all the important
junctures in human history.-H In ancient Greece, 350 years before Christ,
Aristotle described three types of domesticated
dogs, including speedy Laconians used by the
rich to chase and kill rabbits and deer. Three
hundred years later, Roman warriors trained
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Strategies: matching with
paragraphs

Read the text for gist,
focusing on the key
sentences, and think
about how it is organized.

Study the questions and
underline the key words.
Remember that the
questions are not in the
same order as the
information in the text.

Decide in which part of
the text you are likely to
find each answer, writing
in any answers you can do
from your first reading.

For the remaining
answers, look more closely
at the text for clues: words
and phrases with similar
or related meanings to
the key words in the
questions.

Strategies: selecting
from a list

Look at the four types of
wrong answer in
multiple-choice questions
page 27.

Decide in which part of
the text the statements
are likely to be: they may
not be in the same order
as the information in the
text.

Look for a paraphrase of
each statement in the list,
possibly in more than one
part.

Lightly cross off the list
any statements which are
contradicted by the text.

Fill in the answers on your
answer sheet in any order.

30 fELTS Practice Tests

Questions 28-31

Improve your skills: locating answers
1 Quickly read the text. On what principle is it organized?

2 What are the key word~ in each of questions 28,29,30 and 31?

3 Which of questions 28":'31 would you expect to find answered:
a near the beginning of the text?
b somewhere in the middle of the text?
c close to the end of the text?

It- Check your answers on page 40 before you continue.

Reading Passage 3 has ten paragraphs labelled A-I.

Write the correct letters A-J in boxes 28-31 on your answer sheet.

28 Which paragraph explains how dogs became different in appearance from
wolves?

29 Which paragraph describes the classification of dogs into many different
types?

30 Which paragraph states the basic similarity between wolves and dogs?

31 Which paragraph gives examples of greater human concern for animals
than for people?

Questions 32-35

Improve your skills: finding references in the text
1 Which half of the text discusses

a wolves and early humans?
b dogs and early civilizations?

2 In which half will you probably find statements A-H?

3 Here are extracts from the text relating to statements A and B.

A:'the similar ... size of wolf packs and early human clans'
B:'before the development of ... permanent human settlements'

For each, find a second reference to confirm your answer.

... Check your answers on page 40 before you continue.



Strategies: matching lists

Study the list of questions.
For each one, highlight
the key words.

Study the option list, e.g.
of nationalities A-F. For
each one, scan the
passage for it and
highlight that part of the
text.

For each of A-F, ask
yourself simple questions,
e.g.'Did the ... use them
to ... ?; and answer them
by looking at the part you
have highlighted. Look
out for words similar to
the key words in the
question.

Remember that some of
A-F may be used more
than once or not at all.

Which FOUR of the following statements are made in the text?

Choose FOUR letters from A-H and write them in boxes 32-35 on your answer
sheet.

A In a typical camp there were many more wolves than humans.

B Neither the wolves nor the humans lived in one place for long.

e Some wolves learned to obey human leaders.

D Humans chose the most dangerous wolves to help them hunt.

E There was very little for early humans to eat.

F Wolves got food from early humans.

G Wolves started living with humans when agriculture began.

H Early humans especially liked very young wolves.

Questions 36-40

Improve your skills: scanning the text
1 In which paragraph is each of A-F mentioned? Which nationality is mentioned

in more than one paragraph? Which is not mentioned?
2 Ask yourself two questions about each of A-F.

... Check your answers on page 40 before you continue.

From the information in the text, indicate who used dogs in the ways listed below
(Questions 36-40).

Write the correct letters A-F in boxes 36--40 on your answer sheet.

NB You may use any letter more than once.

Used by
A the Greeks

B the French

e ,the Egyptians

D the Romans

E the English

F the Native Americans

36 m war

37 as a source of energy

38 as food

39 to hunt other animals

40 to work with farm animals
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Academic Writing 1 hour

The writing test consists of two tasks. You should attempt both tasks.

Writing Task 1 .

Improve your skills: understanding a graph
Study the graph below and think about the following.

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.

The graph below shows four countries ofresidence of overseas students in
Australia.

Summarize the information by selecting and reporting the main features, and
make comparisons where relevant.

Write at least 150 words.

Number of 40
students
in 1000,

SELECTED COUNTRIES OF RESIDENCE OF
ViSiTOR ARRIVALS FOR EDUCATION

a What is the overall topic?
b Look at the key for the four lines. Which groups of people are being

compared? What do the numbers on the vertical axis show?
c What does the horizontal axis show?
d Can you identify a general trend in each graph? When was the trend most or

least noticeable?
e Which period shows a deviation from the trend for some countries?

... Check your answers on page 41 before you continue.

Question Strategies:
selecting main features
from a graph, chart, or
table

In Writing Task 1, you do
not need to describe all
the information given.To
summarize, you must
select the main features
from what is shown.

Information is often given
in the form of a graph, a
chart, or a table.

Read any headings, key
and sources for the data
to understand what it
relates to.

Read labels carefully,
paying special attention
to horizontal and vertical
axes, column and row
headings.

The data may show
differences or changes
over time, between places,
or between groups of
people.Try to identify
significant contrasts,
similarities, or trends.

KEY 30

Indonesia

--- Hong Kong

Malaysia

Singapore

• • • •
---

• • • •
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!O

()
II

1982 1984 1986 1988 1990 1992 1994 1996 1998 2000

Year ended 30 June
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Composition Strategies: reporting main features

Decide which points you will include and how you will organize them.

State the topic and overall content of the graph.

Describe and where relevant compare the main features of the data. Avoid repetition
and do not try to give reasons.

Describe changes and trends using appropriate language: the number rose/fell
slightly/sharply, there was a steady/rapid increase/decrease in the number.

Write numbers as percentages (ten per cent), fractions (a quarter, two-thirds), or
expressions (nine out of ten, three times as many). Use approximate phrases such as
roughly, over, a little more than,just under.

Conclude by outlining the overall trends.

Improve your skills: putting statistics into words­

1 Choose the best way to express these statistics.

a Put these percentages into words: 98%, 22.5%
b State each of these fractions in two ways: 1/6,4/5, 1/20
c Compare each pair of numbers in two ways: 90 and 30, 17 and 34.
d Write these numbers using approximate phrases: 51 %, 999, 9.5%, 135.

2 Look at the graph in Writing Task 1. Describe the changes between 1982 and
1992 for the countries shown.

• Check your answers on page 41 before you continue.
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Writing Task 2

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task.

Write about the following topic.

Air traffic is increasingly leading to more noise, pollution and airport
construction. One reason for this is the growth in low-cost passenger flights,
often to holiday destinations.

Some people say that governments should try to reduce air traffic by taxing it
more heavily.

Do you agree or disagree?

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own
knowledge and experience. Write at least 250 words.

Question Strategies: understanding the task

In Writing Task 2, you will be given a point of view to consider. You will be asked to
give your opinion about the topic and the issues that are presented.

You are expected to give reasons for your answer and, where possible, support your
arguments with relevant examples.

Read the statement in bold italics carefully to identify the general topic.

Decide which parts of the statement are fact and which are opinion.

Read the questions carefully and decide your views on the opinion expressed.

Improve your skills: identifying the topic and the issues
1 What is the general topic of the task?

2 Which part of the task is fact?

3 Which part of the task is opinion? How do you know?

4 Which part are you supposed to respond to? What is your view?

~ Check your answers on page 41 before you continue.
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Composition strategies:
giving reasons and
examples

Before you start writing,
note down the issues
raised by the title.

Decide your opinion on
each issue and think of at
least one argument to
support it.

To illustrate each
argument think of an
example, perhaps from
personal experience.

Use a separate paragraph
to deal with each issue, its
arguments and examples.

"1111 ' ,'!' II', " , '.'ml~ullllIl'~~I~I!I~I~'I~I~I~'IIIII~IIIIIIIIIIII~1111II ,
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Improve your skills: developing arguments
Here are some issues raised by Writing Task 2. For each one answer yes or no and
choose a supporting argument from the list.Then add an additional argument.

Example: 1 No

Supporting argument: g

Additional argument: overseas students also use these flights.

Is it fair?

2 Is it necessary?

3 Would it work?

4 Are there any alternatives?

5 Should governments get involved?

a tax rises would reduce demand

b air traffic growth essential to economy

c cleaner and quieter aircraft possible

d more and more cars despite high petrol taxes

e state interference always harms economy

f no other measures can curb air traffic growth

g poorer passengers would pay bill

h only the state can control polluting industries

holiday travel not essential to economy

aeroplanes even more polluting than cars

II> Check your answers on page 4'1 before you continue
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Strategies:
Part 1 questions

Listen for key words, e.g.
studies, holidays, to help
you understand the topic.

Give replies that are full
(not just 'yes' or 'no'),
relevant and addressed to
the examiner.

Add relevant follow-up
points, so that the
examiner doesn't have to
prompt you.

Remember that one aim
of Part 1 is to help you
relax by letting you talk
about a familiar topic:
yourself.

36 IELTS Practice Tests

Speaking
Part 1

Improve your skills: predicting questions
Study the questions below, including the headings, e.g. Where you grew up. Note
down some likely questions under each of these headings:

a Friends
b Reading books
c Clothes and fashion

Answer the questions you have written.

~ Check your answers on page 41 before you continue

You will be asked some general questions about a range offamiliar topic areas.
This part lasts between four and five minutes.

What is your full name?

What do people usually call you?

Where are you from?

Where you grew up.

1 What kind of town is it?

2 What's the most interesting area?

3 What kinds of jobs do people do there?

4 Do you think it's a good place to live?

What you do in your spare time.

S Do you have any hobbies or interests?

6 How did you first become interested in that?

7 What other things like that would you like to do?

Travelling and transport.

S What kinds of transport do you use regularly?

9 How do people in your country travel on long journeys?

10 How has transport there changed over the last twenty-five years?



Part 2

You will be given a topic to talk about for one to two minutes. Before you talk, you
will have one minute to think about what you are going to say. You will be given
paper and a pencil to make notes ifyou wish. Here is the topic:

Improve your skills: choosing relevant points

1 Which of these points are irrelevant to the topic in Part 2? Cross them out and
say what is wrong with each.

Describe someone you know, or somebody famous, who has achieved
great success.

You should say:

who they are and what they do

where they come from: their background

how they became successful

and explain why you admire this person.

2 Note down some relevant points of your own.

... Check your answers on page 41 before you continue

age now
unchanged by success
studied hard
good role model
overcame problems

job
how I'll succeed
what is 'success'?
ordinary family
has failed at everything

name
born in my country
often interviewed on TV
now spoilt and arrogant
another successful person is

Strategies:
planning Part 2

Be prepared to describe
people, places, objects,
events, etc.- and to
explain their significance
to you personally.

Study the topic and
decide who or what you
are going to talk about.

Make brief notes for each
key word such as who,
what, when, how or why,
but don't try to write a
speech.

Before you begin
speaking, cross out
anything irrelevant.

Follow-up questions:

Has this person had to make sacrifices in order to achieve success?

Do most people in your country share your admiration for himlher?
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Part 3

Strategies:
Part 3 questions

Expect a link between the
topics of Part 2 and Part 3.

Listen for the key words in
the examiner's questions.

Be sure you understand
the question. If not, ask for
repetition.

Think about what the
examiner wants you to do
in response to each
question, e.g. speculate,
contrast, make a
comparison or
suggestion.

Don't expect the examiner.
to ask you about
something else if you
can't think of anything to
say. Think harder!

Develop the discussion by
adding more points linked
to the topic.

38 IELTS Practice Tests

Improve your skills: adding more ideas
To develop the topic of question 1 in Part 3/ you could talk about qualifications,
money, possessions, appearance, titles, prizes, fame, etc.

Note down at least five points you could mention in answer to question 2.

~ Check your answers on page 41 before you continue

You will be asked some questions about more abstract issues and concepts related to
the topic in Part 2. This discussion lasts between four and five minutes.

Personal success

1 How does present-day society measure the success of an individual?

2 How can we ensure that more people achieve their aims in life?

3 Would you rather be successful in your job or in your social life?

Winning and losing

4 Which is more important in sport: winning or taking part?

5 What makes some sports people take drugs to improve their performance?

6 Why are some countries more successful than others in events such as the
Olympics?

The competitive society

7 How do competitive relationships between people differ from cooperative
relationships?

8 In what ways has society become more competitive in the last twenty years?
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Test 1 Improve your skills key

Listening
Focusing on speakers page 10
a a customer and shop assistant; to ask for / give

information
b either both in the shop or speaking by phone
c conversational
d numbers, bicycle vocabulary, methods of

payment

Understanding the task page 11
a letters
b write in three names
c Woods Road, Oak Street, the park, the police

station, the pharmacy

Identifying main features page 11
a the police station
b on the other side of the street, on the opposite

corner
c on the other side of the street, facing, opposite
d 10

Predicting from examples page 12
12 social
14 charities / charitable
16 political/politics

Predicting from stems page 13
18 In this city, clubs and societies are mainly paid for

by: the financing of clubs
19 Finding the right club might influence your choice

of: the relevance of clubs to important personal
decisions

20 What should you do if the right club does not exist?:
how to find the right club for you

Looking for clues page 14
a the imperative; the sentences are making

suggestions and giving advice (including the
answer to 23)

b note form - articles, possessives, etc., can be left
out.

Identifying key words page 15
26 where, sit, attend
27 do, miss, point
28 why, notes, easy, read
29 which expressions, coming next

Question forms page 15
a 28
b 29
c 26
d 27

Describing diagrams page 15
a page, text, margin, top, bottom, left (-hand side),

right (-hand side)
b Similarities: they all have text filling the centre of

the page, they all have space around
Differences: summing-up points at top/in left
margin/at bottom/in right margin

c sheet (of paper), writing, space, gap, room, above,
below, under, alongside, next to

Understanding the overall meaning page16
a Australia
b opal mining
c in the late 1940s, due new opal fields and mass

immigration
d below ground to avoid the extreme climate;

buildings underground include churches and
hotels

What kind of word? page 16
31 a number
32 a year
33 an historical event
34 a part of the world
35 a percentage
36 a building

Thinking of synonyms page 17
1 B: near

C:farfrom
2 in: not outside, centre, downtown, urban, etc

near: nearby, close to, not far from,just beyond, not
far off, a short distance from, neighbouring, etc
far from: far-off, distant, far away, a long way from,
further, a great distance, etc.
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Predicting answers page 25
a 15 noun (plural or uncountable) or noun phrase

16 preposition
17 noun or noun phrase

Reading
Identifying key sentences page 18
A, B, (, D, E, G first sentence
F second sentence

Finding key information page 21
a water
b the second sentence of paragraph B
c ice
d there is a link with 'Mars'

18 noun (plural or uncountable)
19 noun (plural or uncountable)

b 15 something found under the sea
16 at/above/below
17 something in or under the water
18 something living that is not vegetable, Le.

animal
19 possibly something that is neither vegetable
nor animal, Le. mineral

Locating answers page 30
1 It is organized chronologically: from pre-history

to the present day.
2 28 dogs, different appearance from wolves

29 classification, dogs, types
30 similarity, wolves, dogs
31 greater human concern, animals

3 a 30
b 28
c 29,31

Scanning the text page 31
1 Greeks H

French no mention
Egyptians G
Romans H
English: I,J
Native Americans F

2 e.g. Did the Greeks use dogs? If so, how/in what
way?

Finding references in the text page 30
1 a first half

b second half
2 probably in first half.
3 A 'packs of 25 or 30 wolves and clans of Iike­

numbered ... humans'
B 'wandering packs ... and,.. nomadic

humans roamed'

Identifying incorrect answers page 27
a B
b A
c (

Eliminating impossible endings page 26
a 20 a reason

21 a result
22 a result

b 20 G 21 ( 22 E

IELTS Practice Tests

Identifying the writer's views page 21
1 In paragraph B, the sentence beginning 'This

involvement of NASA ... :The writer says this.
There are no reporting verbs, quotes or
references to what others say.

2 obstacles: limited, constraints
sending people: travel
far into space: to other planets, and beyond
now... not: no longer
medical: what the human body can actually
withstand
technological: engineering

3 Pargraph F. The writer does not say who agrees
exactly:'Such considerations have led some to
question the ethics ...:The writer contrasts this
with his/her own opinion:'lt is now clear,
however,,..'

Focusing on examples page 18
Paragraph A describes space biomedicine, beginning
with the topic sentence:'Space biomedicine is ... ',
and then states its aims.
Although the first sentence of paragraph F mentions
ethical and financial issues, this is not the theme of
the paragraph.The second sentence introduces ways
that space biomedical research can help resolve
problems on Earth.

Organization and expression page 22
a There are practical applications of different

research areas: first in space and then on Earth.
b human activities: applications on Earth of

telemedicine and sterilization.
c as part of an incomplete phrase or sentence; -ing

form of verbs plus noun phrases
d Unlike the table instructions, the open questions

do not specify from the passage.
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Writing
Understanding a graph page 32
a Where overseas students in Australia come from.
b Students from four countries: Indonesia,

Malaysia, Hong Kong, Singapore.The vertical axis
shows students numbers.

c The time scale over which comparisons can be
made.

d After a slow start, the figuresfor all four countries
have risen sharply.The numbers from Indonesia
have grown fastest; those from Malaysia slowest.

e There is a dip in the mid 1990s.

Putting statistics into words page 33
1 a ninety-eight per cent, twenty-two and a half

per cent
b one sixth, one in six, one out of six; four­

fifths, four in five, four out of five; one
twentieth, one in twenty, one out of twenty.

c three times as many / the number of, one
third as many / the number of, half as many /
the number of, twice /double the number of

d a little / just over / roughly half; almost
exactly / just under a thousand; less than /
just under / fewer than ten percent; well over
a hundred

2 Suggested answers:
The number of students from Malaysia rose
steadily between 1982 and 1992.
There was a rapid increase in the number of
students from Hong Kong between 1982
and 1992.

Identifying the topic and the issues page 34
1 increasing air traffic
2 the first part is fact
3 the second part is opinion because of the phrase

'some people say that'
4 the second part

Developing arguments page 35
1 yes (i) no (g)
2 yes U) no (b)
3 yes (a) no (d)
4 yes (c) no (f)
5 yes (e) no (h)

Speaking
Predicting questions page 36
a Do you have many friends? How did you first

meet them? Do you have a best friend? When do
people become friends? Do you find it easy to
make new friends? What are the advantages of
having friends? Why do friends sometimes fall
out?

b What kind of books do you like? Which book
have you enjoyed most? Where and when do
you usually read books? What makes a good
book? Which authors are popular in your
country? Will people continue to read books in
the future?

c What are your favourite clothes? Do you prefer
any particular colour(s)? What is currently
fashionable in your country? How have fashions
changed in the last 5 years? What do you think
will be fashionable in the next 5 years? Where do
fashions come from?

Choosing relevant points page 37
1 how I'll succeed (it's not about you)

what is 'success'? (discussion of abstract topics is
in Part 3)

now spoilt and arrogant (not a reason for
admiring them)

another successful person is (you can only talk
about one)

has failed at everything (wrong person to talk
about)

2 Suggested answers: went to local school, worked
seven days a week, does charity work, provides
jobs for hundreds of people, always polite.

Adding more ideas page 38
Suggested answers:elimination of unemployment
and poverty; improved education; equal
opportunities irrespective of race, gender, religion,
etc; better facilities for the disabled; improved careers
advice; more resources for the arts, sports, etc; better
health care at all ages.
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