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G‘Oing, going, gone

Online auctions and the eBay phenemenon

Online auctions are among the biggest businesses
on the internet. These are sites that use the technology

SRS of the internet to allow people to buy things from each

other. People can buy and sell almost anything online now.
Of all these online auction sites, eBay is probably the most

= - famous. Let’s look at the numbers.

-

241,000,000 +

Ten years after eBay started in 1995 there were more than

241 million registered users, making it one of the most popular
websites on the planet.

4ih

With more than 200 million registered users, eBay’s population is

almost as big as that of Indonesia, which has the world’s fourth
biggest population.

£1.81

Many people have tried to sell fake items or silly things online. One
man tried to sell the internet for a million dollars. Nobody wanted it.
Another person tried to sell the meaning of life. It sold for £1.81.

$4.9 million

One of the most expensive items sold on eBay was a Gulfstream ||
private business jet for $4.9 million. One of the largest items ever
sold was a World War Il submarine. |t was sold by a small town in
New England that decided it did not need'it anymore.

50,000

In 2004 a 50,000-year-old mammoth appeared on ebay. The

Dutch owner of the animal sold'it for £61,000. It was one of the
most unusual things sold on eBay.

1999

People have tried to sell all sorts of human body paris on
the internet. In 1999 a human kidney went on sale on

eBay. The website cancelled the auction and stops any
auctions that aren’t ethical.
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